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Oldest Associated Press Telegrapher 
Aubrey Keel - WOAKL - 96 Years Young 


Demonstrates Landline Morse at 150th AP Anniversary 


He is one of only four remaining 
Associated Press telegraphers, and by 
all accounts the oldest. Yet Aubrey 
Keel, SOWP 5195-TA, of Kansas City, 
still has enthusiasm and knowledge and 
can call back the skill and expertise of 
his craft. He demonstrated all of these 
January 21, 1998 at the Newseum of 
the Freedom Forum at Rosslyn, VA 
near Washington, DC., where the 
Associated Press celebrated its 150th 
birthday. 


*..-It’s like music...you don’t 
forget it.” 


“T don’t know how else to explain it,” 
Aubrey said, “after you do it for 
awhile, it’s like music - like riding a 
bicycle or playing the piano. You get 
rusty at it, but you don’t forget it.” 


Two Veteran Brasspounders 


Aubrey and George Nixon, N9EJS, a 
retired railroad telegrapher from 
Illinois, set up a two-way telegraph 
circuit, connecting the ends of a room 
in the Newseum. Keel had brought his 
own Western Union sounder and his 
Vibroplex “bug” key. Nixon’s sounder 


Aubrey Keel 
Courtesy of Morse Telegraph Club 


was furnished on loan from the Smith- 
sonian in Washington. 


The two landline telegraphers put on 


a staccato demonstration of sending 
and receiving like they had done for 
years over railroad and press circuits 
before teletype began to take over 
about 65 years ago. Their circuit 
“language” was American Morse code, 
one of three still in common use. 
Radio-telegraphers use International 
or Continental Morse. These have 
been supplemented by the Phillips 
code, a melange of abbreviations used 
by experienced operators to shorten 
circuit transmission time. 


Career: 1917 to 1966 


After the demonstration there was 
much discussion of how one learned 


-the code. For Aubrey Keel that was in 


1917 at the Santa Fe railroad depot in 
Goldthwaite, Texas, his boyhood 
home. His first telegraphy job came 
during World War I with Santa Fe 
during a shortage of operators. He 
went on to work at many AP bureaus 
from coast to coast and before he 
retired in 1966 he had been communi- 
cations chief at Milwaukee, Des 
Moines and Los Angeles. 
(Continued page 2) 
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Aubrey Keel - from Page 1 
New Call Sign - WOAKL 


Today Aubrey Keel keeps on “brass- 
pounding” as a radio amateur from his 
home station, WOAKL, where he also 
has two computers. He is a regular 
check-in on the Queen Bee Net, 7038 
kHz, at 0900 and 2000 Eastern Time 
daily. 


No Landline Morse Since 1933 


He says that before the demonst- 
ration he had not worked a Morse 
wire since 1933 and “I would have been 
more comfortable using my Vibrokey 
and CW.” Aubrey Keel is a member 
of the FISTS CW Club, the OOTC 
and QCWA. 


Mr. Keel’s “escort” to the demonst- 
ration was James R. Adkins, President 
of the Morse Telegraph Club. Aubrey 
is an active member of MTC. SOWP 
President Jack Kelleher attended. 


(Acknowledgements: Facts and back- 
ground for this story came from MTC 
Dots & Dashes Editor John Barrows, 
B. Neal McEwen, KSRW, Robert E. 
Hickman, SOWP 4968-M, AASWE, 
QCWA/SOWP President Jack Kelle- 
her and Aubrey Keel himself.) 


The Three Codes of Telegraphy 
By John M. Barrows 
Editor, Dots & Dashes, 
The Morse Telegraph Club 


(SOWP Editor’s Note: On 3 Febru- 
ary, 1998, we sent an e-mail note to the 
MTC  BEditor, asking for an authentic 
description of the three Morse codes 
used by telegraphers.) John Barrows 
replied, 


“Til do my best. As I understand 
it, International and Continental are 
essentially the same. American, howe- 


ver, is the granddaddy of them all. This 
is the code as devised by Morse and 
Alfred Vail, and used in the 1844 
demonstration between Baltimore and 
Washington. It is also the standard for 
landline telegraphy, but proved itself to 
be difficult with underwater cable tele- 
graphy in the 1860s, because of its 
varying lengths of dashes and spaces 
inside letters. It is the standard for 
railroad, Western Union, press, stock 
brokers and sports telegraph wires. 


"Here it is, in basic form. Note there 
are some similarities. The “L” is a 
double-long dash, the zero a triple long 
dash... and some letters have spaces 
within them. Some letters are the same 
as International. (Eleven letters, nine 
numbers and five punctuation marks 
are different from their International 
and Continental usage. ) 


“AMERICAN MORSE CODE 
A.B-..C..D-.E.F.--G—. H.... 


Q.-R..S..T-U.- Vuu- W.- 
aces OY Hes ese Seale Oh eet ween tegen ae 
Dim © oo ccaad 7 --.. 8 -... 9 -.- 0 
Period ..--.. Comma ..-.- 
Interrogation -..-. Paragraph ---- 
Exclamation ---. 


“American was the standard for 
North and South America landline, 
including Canada and Mexico 
(although in Spanish). 


"We essentially say there are three 
codes (International/Continental; 
American; Phillips). 


"Phillips can use either International 
or American to make the letters, but 
comprises thousands of abbreviations 
to make sending and receiving faster. 
Phillips was a standard on the Associa- 
ted Press and allowed sustained 
Operating speeds of cose to 66 Words 
per minute. ie. “GXMP” meant 
“Great Excitement Prevailed”. 


“Aubrey was using American, (at the 


Newseum demonstration) but he is 
also a radio ham, and consequently 
when he was sending,... he slipped in 
and out of both American and Inter- 
national codes on occasion. My father 
does that all the time! Drives me nuts 
trying to copy! Was that a C or a J; an 
R or an F; an X or an L; a 5 ora ‘o’?" 


From the Lighter Side 
A SHAGGY STORY 


“Once upon a time, a blonde became 
so sick of hearing blonde jokes, she 
cut her hair and dyed it brown. A few 
days later, as she was driving around 
the countryside, she stopped her car to 
let a flock of sheep pass. 


-- Admiring the cute woolly creatures, 
she said to the shepherd, “If I can 
guess how many sheep you have, can I 
take one?” The shepherd, always the 
gentleman replied, “of course.” The 
blonde thought for a moment and for 
no discernible reason said, “352.” 


-- This being the correct number, the 
shepherd was, understandably, totally 
amazed and exclaimed, “You’re right! 
OK, Ill keep my end of the deal. Take 
your pick of the flock.” 


-- The blonde carefully considered the 
entire flock and finally picked one that 
was by far cuter and more playful than 
any of the others. 


-- When she was done, the shepherd 
turned to her and said, “OK, now | 
have a proposition for you. If I can 
guess your true hair color, can I have 
my dog back?” 

(From Masters, Mates & Pilots 
[electronic] Wheelhouse Weekly 


Please let us know... 


Before You Go ! 


GMDSS UPDATE (Part 1 - Comment) 


By Ben Russell, 
Senior VP - SOWP 


PROBLEMS. . - 


In a previous edition of the World 
Wireless Beacon I outlined several 
problems with the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). 
One problem area was that non- 
GMDSS equipped vessels would not 
be able to alert a GMDSS vessel to 
communicate. A second problem was 
one involving a very high false-alarm 
rate and constant reception of warning 
signals from great distances because 
the distress alerts by Digital Selective 
Calling (DSC) had not been acknowl- 
edged by a shore or ship station. 
Fortunately, the above concerns are 
being addressed. 


SOLUTIONS .. . 


First, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) will require all 
GMDSS vessels to continue a listening 
watch on VHF-FM Channel 16 (156.8 
MHz) beyond the GMDSS implemen- 
tation date of February 1, 1999. This 
will allow time in the near future for 
the small boating community to obtain 
inexpensive WHF sets which have limi- 
ted GMDSS capabilities. Soon the 
FCC will no longer grant Type Appro- 
vals or Type Acceptance to new WHF 
sets. unless they have limited GMDSS 
capability without use of a separate 
computer. 


February 1, 1999: 


Effective February 1, 1999 all radiote- 
legraph and operation on 500 kHz will 
be ended in accordance with inter- 
national agreements. During the past 
80 years the radiotelegraph system was 
fine-tuned to minimize false alarms 
and language problems were overcome 
through use of international Q signals 
with skilled personnel on each end of 


1853-V, N6SL 


the circuit. 
The USCG Task Force 


The National GMDSS Implemen- 
tation Task Force was chartered by the 
US Coast Guard to supplement 
government functions in expediting the 
implementation of the GMDSS now 
being introduced by the IMO. The 
Task Force membership is broad- 
based. It includes government authori- 
ties, commercial vessel owners and 
Operators, recreational vessel advo- 
cates, training institutions, service 
agents, manufacturers and maritime 
labor organizations. Captain Jack 
Fuechsel, USCG Retired, is the Execu- 
tive Director and is doing a complica- 
ted job well in handling so many 
conflicting requirements. 


Training Still Needed 


The Task Force has stated that a 
reason for the excessive false alarm 
rate is improper training of user per- 
sonnel. The GMDSS as designed and 
presently installed requires consider- 
able improvement in user-friendliness 
or the man-machine interface and 
human factors. Even though the FCC 
now issues GMDSS operator and 
maintainer licenses, practical on-the- 
job training is still required. 


GMDSS Gear for Routine Use 


On-the-job-training would be under 
supervision of the USCG and be a 
minimum of 35 hours of training using 
real equipment and/or simulators. This 
training should overcome the reluc- 
tance of some ship masters to permit 
use of their GMDSS consoles for 
routine ship traffic. Greater use of the 
GMDSS equipment for routine com- 
munications would minimize false 
alarms and enhance ability of ship 
personnel to use the system in times of 
distress. In the future, the USCG will 


require all licensed deck offlcers to 
obtain GMDSS certification much the 
same as they must obtain radar 
endorsements at present. 


Same Training Worldwide 


Anyone who has access to the World 
Wide Web (Internet) can find the 
minutes of all Task Force and sub- 
group meetings plus a tremendous 
amount of information. If all maritime 
agencies, on a world wide basis, would 
implement the same training as is 
being recommended by the Task 
Force, there is a good chance that the 
system will perform its mission. 


Radio Officer Gone ... 
Some Functions Remain 


I believe that in addition to training 
and further certification of personnel, 
hardware changes to further automate 
the system would be helpful. This 
would overcome the frequent miscon- 
ception that once a distress alert is 
sent, no further communications are 
necessary. This is the erroneous belief 
of some ship deck officers I have 
talked with. Most are afraid to select 
correct modes of operation (SSB or 
SITOR), tune transmitters and get on 
the air because in the past this was not 
a normal function on the bridge of a’ 
ship but was performed by the Radio 
Officer who will no longer be on board 
to help select frequencies ete. 


USCG on Internet 
To access USCG GMDSS Task 


_Force information directly, (meeting 


reports, etc.,) go to web site http:// 
www.navcen.uscg.mil/marcomms/ 
marcomms.him - or use Internet 
"search engines" such as EXCITE, 
YAHOO, etc., and request a search 
for information on specific GMDSS 
topics. 

(Ben Russell is now an independent 
member of the USCG [training] Task 
Force on GMDSS. - Editor) 


GMDSS UPDATE (Part 2 - News) 


New Date for Ending VHF 
CH 16 Watch on Ships 


The third session of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) Com- 
munications and Search and Rescue 
Subcommittee met from February 23 - 
27, 1998 and recommended that the 
date ships subject to the Safety of Life 
at Sea Convention can suspend their 
watch on VHF channel 16 will be 
1 February, 2005. 


The Maritime Safety Committee will 
confirm this recommendation at their 
meeting in May 1998. The original date 
that the VHF Channel 16 watch was to 
be suspended on ships was 1 February 
1999, the date the GMDSS comes fully 
into force. 


A CHANGE FROM 1997 


The following is an excerpt from the 
International Maritime Organization 
Maritime Safety Committee, which 
met in May 1997: 


“Watchkeeping on the frequency 
2182 kHz and VHF channel 16 after 
1 February 1999. The Committee ... 
agreed that watchkeeping by GMDSS 
ships on the frequency 2182 kHz 
should cease from 1 February 1999. 
Taking into account the views of the 
Sub-Committee and documents 
from Greece and Sweden, the Com- 
mittee considered .. the need for 
determining a different date than 1 
February 1999 for the cessation of 
watchkeeping by GMDSS ships on 
VHF channel 16. The Committee, 
considering that a large number of 
non-SOLAS ships may not have fitted 
GMDSS equipment by 1 February 
1999 and if watchkeeping was discon- 
tinued on VHF channel 16 by SOLAS 
Convention ships, such non-SOLAS 
ships would, if in distress, be unable to 
alert GMDSS-fitted ships, decided, in 


principle, that SOLAS ships should 
continue to maintain a continuous 
listening watch on WHF channel 16 
after 1 February 1999. (SOLAS = 
Safety Of Life At Sea Convention). 


(First two items from USCG Newslet 
ter, 3 March, 1998 - Editor) 


HALIFAX, N.S. Feb 9, 1998: 


When the Bahamian refrigerated 
ship M/V VANESSA foundered and 
sank some 450 nautical miles off the 
Newfoundland coast on October 23, 
1997, her rescue calls had to be sent by 
a small hand-held radio after the 
vessel’s high-tech alert systems repea- 
tedly failed, a Canadian investigation 
has found. 


FIVE CREWMEN LOST 


Five crew members were lost. The 
10 survivors were lucky that another 
ship was within range of the VHF 
walkie-talkie when their satellite-based 
equipment proved useless. “Everything 
that could go wrong for these fellows - 
did go wrong," said a Canadian Coast 
Guard official. 


"REMOTE" PUSHBUTTONS 
MISSING 


The GMDSS operator who was on 
the bridge could not scramble back to 
the radio room to push buttons that 
send a satellite MAYDAY message. 
The VANESSA carried equipment for 
the Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System. The GMDSS system is 
supposed to have remote pushbuttons 
on the bridge if the main equipment is 
in the radio room, but they were not 
installed on VANESSA. 


BEACON FAILS 


Another emergency device, a satellite 
emergency beacon (EPIRB), floated 


free but malfunctioned and a set of 
flares on a life raft proved useless 
because the crew’s hands were too 
cold to twist-ignite them. A spokes- 
man for the Rescue Coordination 
Center (RCC) in Halifax quotes survi- 
vors as saying the 15 crewmen had “a 
matter of minutes” to abandon ship 
and some were injured as they strug- 
gled with 40-knot winds and rough seas 
while getting lifeboats overboard just 
before the VANESSA went down. Ail 
15 were together in the lifeboats when 
the vessel sank, but the rafts became 
separated and six men aboard one 
were swept into the rough sea shortly 
afterward. All 15 were reported to 
have been wearing lifejackets only. A 
container ship in the vicinity establ- 
ished radio contact with the men in 
the lifeboat, but did not sight them. 
Officials say that contact with the 
missing crewmen was lost. 


(From ARA Radio Press, Feb. 22, 
19) ee eee 


OTHER GMDSS 
DEVELOPMENTS 


The International Maritime Organiza- 
tion (IMO), in a recent release of its 
new GMDSS Master Plan, has pro- 
duced updated charts of GMDSS 
Areas Al and A2. The charts cover 
North and South America, Europe 
and Western Africa, Eastern Africa to 
India and the Western Pacific 


* kk 


The U.S. Coast Guard plans to 
remote the operation of most of its 
communication stations to CAMS- 
LANT/NMN, Portsmouth, VA and 
CAMSPAC/NMC, Point Reyes. CA 
before the year 2000. Previousl;y, 
USCG remoted Guam/NRV services 
to NMC. NAVTEX and HF radiote- 
lephone were remoted from Miami, FL 
to NMN. Services at Bostom/NMF 
were also remoted to NMN. (From 
USCG Newsletter, 3 March, 1998) 


My Voyage on the 
S.S. Steel Age /KYLS 


John Musynski, 1618-V, W4VAR 
Illustrated by the Author 


(This is John’s second illustra- : J2PA SSENGERS 


ted article for the Beacon. For : 
our March, 1997 issue he Wi: (STH 1AN SS.CONY 


wrote about sailing to Hawaii 
on S.S. Anniston City/ KDSG, 
an Isthmian Lines vessel from 
the 1920s. His current piece 
takes us to the Persian Gulf, 
locale of some of today’s news. 
Thanks again, John. -Editor) 


** * 
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Joining the Steel Age in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. in September, 
1948 was quite a novelty, since Zp om: 
I was accustomed to Liberty P& 2 ‘ 
Ships. The size of this C-3 7 : Ae pen L(GA) A9Z f 

‘9 BEAM = 69.6 


vessel was impressive. 
The”Bogue” class of escort 
carriers of the U.S. Navy used 
this same hull type with identi- 
cal machinery. 
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The Radio room was far aft to + ZS 
on the boat deck, and a quick ~ t ho ¢ es 


survey showed the familiar > AN 
RMCA gear.We carried 12 phe GULF e LD, 2} 
passengers on the deck below INDIA ; CEY2LO “AS ey: 
and the cargo was general, ay eegs 
including miles of steel pipe m4 

for the Persian Gulf Oil fields. - 


? nT | Ae: 2} | Re : 7 ‘ 
Outbound across the Atlan- | ; ay ae 0 a Qh ET 


tic, I copied daily traffic lists 


\ 


from the usual stations, such | i i cA) ETSOI0C XATR 
as WCC,WSC,WSL etc. Time- y. ED.FRE@ 2COWATIS 
ticks to the chart room and of w- r 


course weather forecasts were 
routine work. Once in a while 
_ some passenger would sit in 
- for a chat. They took extra 
_ care of children on my deck 
since part of the deck under 
the boats was fenced off only 
by a single chain. 


(S.S. STEEL AGE from Page 5) 


I recall the forecasts from NSS/ 
Washington, GKA/ Portishead, VPT/ 
Malta and before going south through 
the Suez, those from SUH/Alexandria. 
Daily noon tests of all the transmitters 
was required and one day out of Suez, 
in the Red Sea, the main xmtr would 
not power up. A check showed that 
the main motor-generator, which sup- 
plied both the HF and MEF transmit- 
ters, had burned out a bearing. Using 
the emergency 50 watt battery-powered 
xmtr, I raised a Dutch ship which 
kindly took my SVC/MSG to RMCA 
in New York, sending it to WCC/ 
Chatham. He gave me a QSL from 
WCC in less than two hours- a real 
Pro. - also a tribute to the courtesy of 
those days, quite common at sea. On 
arrival in Bahrein, our ship’s agent 
showed up with my bearing and I 
earned some OT with the 3rd Assis- 
tant, repairing the MG. Back to nor- 
mal. 


All our cargo at Bahrein went into 
barges since we were tied up to a long 
tanker dock. It was an extremely slow 
process. Here an accident occurred, 
killing a stevedore. Reportedly, his 
widow received 10% of his insurance; 
the rest went to his Sheik. We had a 
formal dinner party in the saloon mess 
for the Sheik and his coterie. We all 
had to dress to the “nines”. It was also 
reported that the 12 station wagons we 
brought over were used by the Sheik 
for his desert falconry. When his lead 
car got stuck in the sands he would 
simply transfer to the following vehi- 
cle(s) and continue his hunt. 


I managed some time ashore when | 
cut my hand on a battery water bottle. 
A British doctor stitched my hand, 
amid hordes of flies. 


Finally we cleared Basra, our 2nd 
similar port and steamed for Calcutta. 
A day out and my call, KYLS, showed 


up on a WCC traffic list. I got him and 
we were diverted to Colombo, Ceylon. 
That island nation, then part of the 
British Commonwealth,(now = Sri 
Lanka) was better, by far, than the 
Persian Gulf. We loaded to capacity 
with tea, rubber, cocoa and cinnamon 
and became a true spice ship. Lots of 
mahogany and teak elephant souvenirs 
came aboard via the sailors and some 
were so large they used a small stores 
boom to haul them on board. 


On the way home, a third problem 
came up. In very bad weather and 
heavy seas west of Gibraltar we did 
some hard pitching. It put so much 
tension on the main antenna, that it 
yanked the top plate off the antenna 
trunk, insulators and all. Rain poured 
in and swinging like a pendulum, all 
that ‘sky hardware’ gouged a big hunk 
out of the shack door. The top was 
lashed back in place and I used some 
No. 12 wire to juary-rig the copper 
antenna tubing t» the insulator bot- 
toms - and it worked. But it was quite 
a shakeup and the only failure of 
antennas I ever experienced. 


We finally arrived in good old New 
Orleans where I paid off. STEEL 
AGE was a good ship and provided a 
memorable voyage. KYLS was still 
listed as active in 1966 by Lloyds 
Shipping Index 


BBC Z/VE on INTERNET 


In January, 1998, the BBC World 
Service began live broadcasts of its 
English language programs to North 
America on the Internet. The online 
service is available in “Real Audio” 
format at either 288 or 14.4 kilobits 
per second feed. The new service can 
be found on the World Wide Web at 
http://www-.audionet.com/bbc 
(From SKIP - Cyberham, Feb.. 1998) 


INCOMING e272// to Editor 


From: sparks19@juno.com (James G. 
Tibbetts) To: w8tp@juno.com 


To T.K Phelps. Greetings. Assuming 
you have, or will have, a mailing list of 
E-Mail users, please add mine to the 
list... Greatly enjoyed the article by 
Ellis Maris (on his stint on the RV 
Knorr, having sailed on Scripps Inst. 
of Oceanography research vessels for 
18 years with some adventures almost 
unbelievable. We had Dr _ Ballard 
aboard the Melville(WECB when he 
discovered tube worms for the first 
time off the Galapagos somewhere if 
memory serves. Talk about cw traffic. 
Many great oceanographic discoveries 
became known to the world only 
through the radio operators sending 
pages of information by the hour 
swinging away with the old vibroplex. 
Now our old base station, WWD, at 
LaJolla doesn’t have a key in sight, 
alas. Every now and then, I switch the 
receiver up to § or 12 megs and listen 
to the commercial stations, like KFS, 
we used to work. Didn’t mean to bend 
your ear, but the article did bring back 
memories. 73. Jim Tibbetts, 2460-P 
KGORZ2.) i ee 


LLOYDS’ 777AN/C ERROR 


With the opening of the film spectacu- 

lar 7Z7ZAM/C in Europe in mid- 
January, 1998, Britain’s Eagle Star 
insurance firm has taken the oppor- 
tunity to give itself a pat on the back 
for not insuring the doomed liner in 
1912. Apparently, Sir Edward Moun- 
tain, founder of Eagle Star, did not 
have confidence in the vessel and 
refused to insure her, saying she sat 
too low in the water and that the rate 
being offered at Lloyds of Lon- 
don was too cheap. According to 
Eagle Star’s press ofice, Sir Edward 
went against the tide of opinion in 
refusing to take on the Titanic risk. 
(Continued - Page 20 Col. 1) 


ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP - DEC. 11 - 13, 1997 
T.K. PHELPS W8TP; J. KELLEHER W4ZC: J. SWAFFORD W4HU 


PTS FIRST NAME LAST NAME CALL CITY STATE SERIAL 
187(127+6@) D.E Clouser W8KJP Orlando FL 4922 
157(112+45) Esther Frost KA4IFF Lakeland FL S3au5 
150(105+45) Glenn Swiderski W7GS Gillette WY este) 
139(103+36) M2 D- Hall K2LP Eastham MA ities 
135(93+42) Bast Ds Carroll ACSBG No.Little Rk AR ore 
122 (80+42) Jack Lally W1HDC Garland ME 3043 
117(81+36) W.J Otten N7WO Vancouver WA 4929 
109(79+3@) George A. Lucchi W6ENVN Phoenix AZ 17901 
Q092(65+27) Christe. Wincey NiBKR Morris PA S25 
@90(72+18) Earl W. Korf Kou LIinesoLe NJ @613 
Q085(61+24) John Kelleher W4ZC SilverSpring MD 25S 1 
@81(63+18) Daniel B. Courtney WOABO Bradenton FL LSS 
@77(62+15) Paul N. Dane W6EWOW Livermore CA 2195 
Q@71(53+18) John H. Swafford W4HU Arlington VA 0783 
063(48+13) Robert E. Hickman AASWE Copperas Cove TX 4986 
@60(51+09) Ted Phelps W8TP Columbus OH Q@881 
@58(49+09) William F. Werner W3FYK Bethlehen PA 4528 
@55(40+15) Robert D. Elder KA2ZNE Liverpool NY 4587 
Q@52(37+15) Russell Schmid K2LL Neptune NJ 4488 
@49(40+@9) Borge Haagensen VE7VB Victoria B.C. Canada 90664 

Hans W. Buehler HB9OXJ 805@ Zurich Switz 39028 
Robert L. Larson W7LNG Medford OR 4590 
@49(37+12) Johannes J. Flipse PA3GNO NL 4334 Ar Holland 3942 
Middelburg 
@47(41+06) C.R."Red" Stephens KA4BIJ Tampa FL 2927 
045 (39+@6) Eugene W. Klein W4GC Naples FL 4516 
043(37+06) John Vasicak W9OZEN Oglesby IL 11490 
@42(36+@6 ) Gordon J. Tucker W7FEFLF Jefferson OR Sows 
@40(37+03) Alex S. Newbold W6MMG Belmont CA 2407 
038(35+@03) Robert Myhre AD4xC Crossville TN 4794 
@27(27+90) Ed McCarthI W1YT Lempster NH 3035 
John McKinney W@AP Dannebrog NE 1001 
Walt Edwards W2I0QxX Waldwick NJ 4114 
@25(25+00) Gordon D. Halsten KB7@RK Sisters OR SUSES 
John Yuricek W3MAM Brackenridge PA @753 
Q@24(24+00) Charles N. Brelsford K2WW Tempe AZ @353 
@21(18+03) Jens Henrik Nohns OZ1CAR DK-7441 

Bording Danmark 4084 
018(18+0@0) Tom Haymond W8CCN Fairmont WV 5259 
Q017(17+0@) R.V. McGraw W2LYH Riverhead NY 2356 
@15(12+03) M.W. Gustafson KA7MGM Santa Maria CA 4942 
Q013(13+00) Gareth Linder W1ACL Braintree MA 4031 
John L Kurdeka K7DV Douglas AZ 2300 

Q@11(908+03) Nicholas Mastroviti IT9OXNM 96011 Augusta SR 
Italy 3520 

Q910(1@t00) William G. Rennison G3BOK Ipswich Suffolk 
England 4534 
Q190(907+93) Henning Schon SM7FYK S21617 MALMO Sweden 4924 
Q@09(99+00) Joshua J. Brehm AE2L Rose Hill NC 3109 
008 (98+00) Carlo Marsano K4EI Ponce Inlet FL Q@230 
(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
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Results - Continued 


ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP - DEC. 11 - 13, 1997 


Bik FIRST NAME LAST NAME CALL Cire STATE SERIAL 
0908(98+090) Erich Walter HB9CHE Canton BERN Switz 1536 
John B. Beach W2LN San Antonio TX 22793 

William R. Miller K2GCE Freeport NY 3924 

@07(07+90) Donald J. Gagne W2LID Brielle NJ 4727 
Paul M. Stevenson WBSUAD Maplewood MN 2677 

O96 (06+00) Bud Johnson K1HGK Nashua NH 5523 
G.B. Miller K1AU Lenox MA 4999 

Q@05(@5+00) Patrick O’Brien K8LEN Pekin IN 1305 
0903 (93+00) Ralph Benson W1INF Dorchester MA 2107 


From Jack Kelleher, W4ZC 
Summary of comments on Roundup: 


Ted, Here’s a digest of comments on 
our 1997 SOWP Roundup: 


Hans/HB9XJ, “QRM from SSB acti- 
vity 7050-7060 kHz.” Hans’ note in- 
cludes impressive pictures of his equip- 
ment. “Tuck”/W7FLF said band condx 
poor but still had fun. Josh/AE2L: 
“Log lacking in quantity but not qua- 
lity”. (Imx Josh) Carlo/K4EI “bought 
new bug which fell apart 3 times! It'll 
be computer keying next year.” Large 
& neat log from Dan/W8ABO, “parti- 
cipation of mewer members was 
encouraging.” Bill/ACSBG “did great 
for being 19 hours late!” Former Prez 
Paul Dane/W6WOW “did well despite 
being QRL with other things.” Bill/ 
K2GCE also QRL “but still worked a 
few.” Joe/PA3GNO “had 3-banders 
with K2LP, OZICAR, W8KJP and 
IT9XNM.” Jack/W4ZC notes SSB in 
7050-7060, suggests QSY next year. 
(Several others here and abroad men- 
tioned this problem). Bob/AASWE: 


Antenna problems, hearing problems, 
but “all things considered it was worth 
the time & effort.” Del/W8KJP got a 
late start but enjoyed talking to the 
gang, “Tnx for kind remarks de 
W4HU, W4ZC.” Jack/W1HDC sez 
“one of these years 10 meters is going 
to open up and everyone will die of 
shock.” (Intensity of new sunspot cycle 
may surprise everyone - Jack/W4ZC). 
Earl/K2IC was not disappointed at his 
showing & enjoyed every contact. 
“Lindy”/W1ACL says “It’s the only 
“contest” I get into as there’s no 
pressure and fun to chat with the 
gang.” Jens/OZ1ICAR notes that 
“condx not bad on 14 & 21 MHz but 
3.5 & 7 no good, especially SSB QRM 
on 40.” Another neat, fat log from 
N7WO/Jake, who “anticipates better 
propagation, shorter skip in 1998.” 
Bud/W7LNG had two activities going 
simultaneously, but “still managed 49 
points in Roundup.” “Mac”/WOAP’s 
QRL included “a local Danish Christ- 
mas Weekend.” George/W6NVN 
“encountered QRM, poor condx & 


periods when no SOWP signals heard 
in Arizona.” “Old Faithful” Ted/W8TP 
took time out from the World Wire- 
less Beacon to make 51 contacts. 
Bob/KA2ZNE “just can’t get charged 
up as in years past” (Join the club, 
Bob, de W4ZC) Gus/KA7MGM: “was 
fun to listen to the exchanges - lots of 
good CW. My first time but not my 
last.” Spud/KB7ORK: “Didn’t have 
quite as good sigs this year, but lot of 
fun renewing acquaintances.” 
IT9XNM: “DX stations almost rare in 
very poor condx” Red/KA4BIJ on 
Murphy’s Law: “Leakproof seals - will; 
Self starters - won’t; Interchangeable 
parts - aren’t; Marconi’s idea - did. 
Paul/WB9UAD “did well using Hustler 
whip from patio railing of a 2nd story 
apartment and 80 watts.” 

Also brief notes from Chuck/K2WW: 
Walt/W2IOX; John/W2LN;_ Erich/ 
HB9CHE; Tom/W8CCN; John/K7DV; 
Bill/G3BOK; Gene/W4GC. 


73 from W4ZC - hope to see you all 
next year..Jack 


My Antenna "Ups and Downs’ 
By Leona Wallace, 5472-TA, 
WA6OHB 


(After) Thurman, N6QX, and Sue, 
N6IWX, came up from( San Diego on 
April 16, 1996 and installed a dipole for 
40 and 80 meters in my back yard | 
enjoyed good signal reports from hams 
all over Nevada and California. The 
antenna was an early birthday present 
for me. Sue fixed a birthday dinner in 
her camper, complete with a candle 
and strawberry cheese cake! 


On Monday mornings I talked to 
K6MYH, Bill Cummins in Fort Bragg 
at 9:30 and Thurman and Sue in Chula 
Vista and San Diego at 10. On the 
24th of February Thurman said, “I 
have a mystery ham here in the shack, 
Pil put bim on.” I talked with the 
mystery ham a few minutes. He said he 
was just returning from a trip to Baja 
California. Finally I asked him for his 
call sign. 


“WD6B” That’s Carl Wallace! I 
hadn’t talked to him since I left him in 
Albuquerque in 1989! 


The next day I put on some old 
clothes in which to wash the car. I had 
just finished vacuuming the inside and 
took the mats, drink holders etc. in the 
house to be washed when the door bell 
rang. Here at my back door was Carl! 
He had come to Las Vegas to see 
Harry, a friend from Square Dancing, 
but on the way he stopped to see me. 
He stayed an hour or so, telling me 
about his travels, his house, garden 
and lady friends. He showed me some 


photographs of his oldest san, same of 
the grandchildren and ham friends 
from Albuquerque. He looked at my 


The Editor's 
Incoming Mail 


great antenna which the Clark County 
Housing Authority, which manages 
our park, has told me I must remove 
by the end of March. I have a hearing 
on February 28, but I don’t have much 
hope since I am dealing with several 
layers of bureaucracy. 


Sure enough, on the 21st of March 
(1997) the mailman brought to my 
door a registered letter telling me that 
I must remove my antenna by May 30. 
Thurman and Sue swung by here on 
their way from a wedding in Grand 
Canyon to take it down for me. 


Now all I have is my 2-meter rig 
(but) I keep in touch with K6OMYH 
and N6QX on e-mail. -88...Leona... 


"Sad and Inadequate Portrayal..." 


Wes Bacon, 4552-V, WB4AX0O, 
Tavares, FL sent in some "thumbs 
down" comments about 777ZAA/C - 
The Movie: 


"although it (had) no historical 
significance, it was a sad and inade- 
quate portrayal of the part played in 
the tragic disaster by wireless com- 
munications. Perhaps our membership 
would care to voice their displeasure 


by writing to: Para- 
mount Pictures. 
12222 Merit Drive, Suite 840, 
Dallas, TX JO 21k 
Publi Relat; 


Another 777AANIC Film Refloats 
A film made in Berlin, Germany only 
two months after the liner sank has 
re-surfaced. The film da Wacht und 
Zis, (In Night and Icc) is believed to be 
the first of at least eight on the 
disaster. It includes scenes shot in 


Hamburg harbor and although the 
special effects are nothing like those of 
the current box-office hit, this film is 
definitely a piece of cinema history. 


UNDER THE HAMMER 


At Christie’s auction house in New 
York, SOS Morse distress messages 
sent by the Z77AN/C were sold for 
$123,500 on February 17. The lot 
included 34 distress messages 
exchanged between the doomed liner 
and other ships from April 14 to April 
16, 1912 The message, "We have 
struck an iceberg..." is included. 


(The preceding two items are from 
ARA Free Press, a weekly HF radio 
broadcast, dated February 22, 1998. - 
See COMMUNICATIONS NEWS, on 


Pagerti- itor as 
In Search of ... Youngsters 


"When I signed the secrecy oath as 
a licensed RO on July 9, 1920 (No. 
13688, out of New Orleans), I was told 
this made me one of the youngest 
commercially licensed radio operators 
in the USA and, probably, in the 
world. Born Nov. 17, 1904, I was 15 at 
the time. 


"Is there some way to locate the 
other 15-year-old early licensees? 
I’m sure there were (and still are) 
more than a handful....I’ve often won- 
dered about the examining officer’s 
statment. He was Theodore G. Dei- 
ler... Yours Sincerely, 


Howard Linn Edsall, 4643-SGP, 
39-A N. Mountain Ave, Apt 5 
Montelair, NJ 07042) 0 
(Mr. Edsall, a retired consultant and 
author, is listed in Who’s Who in the 
World. In 1986 he received the U.S. 
Presidential Order of Merit. - Editor) 


Ponderous Points 
What’s another word for "thesaurus"? 


Why did kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 


WELCOME ! NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


5587-TA KSHLR Joseph E. Pardue, 
Jr., 29 Melrose Dr., Marrero,LA 70072 
kShir@jep.com 


5588-P NI6P Paul R. Mellinger, PO 
Box 4676, Auburn, CA 95604-4676 
ni6p@jps.net 


5589-TA KE4IAR Brian L. Tauss, PO 
Box 564, Rixeyville, VA 22737(e-mail?) 


5590-M Michael G. Garbe, 260 Blan- 
chard Rd., Petoskey, MI 49770 
garbelab@freeway.net 


5591-V KC2AIO Robert E. Straub, 55 
Sharon Rd., Apt. E-14, Robbinsville, 
NJ 08691 


5592-V K4IQF Fred Lopez, 19505 
Quesada Ave., Box 1623, Port Char- 
lotte, FL 33948 


5593-TA KB6TV Craig T. Rutledge, 
14 Governors Ct. Sacramento, CA 
95817 


CQ CQ CQ de VAI - 
TODAY CEASING ALL HF/ 
CW AND HE/TOR SVC... 
73 AND 88 DE VAI AR VA 


From AI Miller, 1089-P, VE7KC 


Vancouver Coast Guard Radio 
Decommissioning - June 30, 1997 


At 1PM Monday June 30 1997, a 
chunk of maritime heritage became 
history. Vancouver, B.C. Coast Guard 
Radio, fondly known by mariners 
worldwide by its International radio 
callsign “VAI” was decommissioned. 
This marine radio station was establ- 
ished in 1909 on the high bluffs of 
Point Grey, the present site of UBC. 
This station was staffed by one radio 
Operator using archaic “spark-gap” 
transmitters but quickly built up an 
excellent reputation amongst mariners 
using long distance Morse Code to 


communicate from locations around 
the world. So busy was the station, that 
in 1925 it was split with Point Grey 
handling coastal point-to-point radio 
traffic and another separate station 
established in the old Marine Trades 
Building in Vancouver, to handle 
purely long-distance commercial ship 
communications. 


The war years did much to improve 
radio communications technology and 
supplied a source of well trained tech- 
micians and radio operators. The 
equipment improved and marine traffic 
expanded to such an extent that the 
two little stations recombined in the 
late 1950’s and moved out to the 
Vancouver International Airport Ter- 
minal building. In 1971 the station 
moved to its present location at Cow- 
ley Crescent at the airport south side. 


In its heyday, Vancouver Marine 
Radio ran with a staff of 12 people on 
shift. They handled a full spectrum of 
services on all radio bands, VHF, 
Medium and High Frequencies using 
voice, morse code radiotelex, satellite 
and landline modes of communica- 
tions. The emphasis over the past ten 
years has shifted from commercial to 
safety communications. VAI’s services 
have been slowly transferred to other 
stations until all that remains is the HF 
and MF morse and telex services 
requiring only one person on shift. 
Shipping companies are switching to 
direct satellite communications to pass 
their traffic and VAI’s relay service has 
deteriorated to the point it is no longer 
a commercially viable service. Of the 
remaining operators, some will take 
their retirement while others will be 
transferred to another station. 


Over its 88 year history, literally 
hundreds of mariners in distress owe 
their lives to the vigilant operators 
from VAI who monitored the airwaves 
24 hours a day and responded to calls 
for assistance. The demise of VAI as 
we knew it, is somewhat sad. However, 


the ghosts of past radio officers can 
rest peacefully in the knowledge that 
the important safety service to the 
mariner will continue from other 
modern stations located on the coast 
using the latest radio communications 
technology. The highly trained men 
and women staffing the Coast Guard’s 
Marine Communication & Traffic Ser- 
vice stations continue to carry on the 
proud tradition begun by those first 
VAI pioneers. 


(This report was taken from a speech 
at the VAI closing ceremony by Rick 
Bryant, Director of the Canadian 
Coast Guard. - Editor) 


RESOURCEFUL R/O 
COMES THROUGH 
Las Vegas, Oct 5. 1997 
Dear Waldo: 


This is an SSB sea story, may be 
worth publishing. It happened on Aug 
20, 1980 on the good ship M/V 
Sealand Defender. 


An Ordinary Seaman, Mike Rolle, 
received a CW msg from the Company 
office to call home ASAP, his son was 
hospitalized. I called KMI but couldn’t 
raise them with the ship’s kW transmit- 
ter. We were about two days from 
Yokohama, heading West. 


I tried several bands - no luck. | 
couldn’t raise WOM or the Miami 
ATT station either. I told Mike I was 
sorry, but either we’ll have to send a 
CW radiogram or try later. He was 
pretty anxious to know what happened 
to his 8 year old son, and I guessed, he 
didn’t think very highly of the ship’s 
communications either. 


He was about to leave, when I said, 
wait, ll try the ham bands for a patch, 
what can we lose? Fired up my TS- 
430S (100W), that had a Hustler 
mobile antenna secured to the railing 
of the flying bridge, and scanned 
(Continued - Page 20) 


acaba COMMUNICATIONS NEWS = 


WEEKLY PRESS SCHEDULES on HF 


CW PRESS TRANSMISSIONS 


Globe Wireless Station WCC sends a 
weekly bulletin prepared by the Ameri- 
can Radio Association, (ARA) "The 
Union Newspaper of the Sea’, 


Sunday at 1800 UTC (1300 EST) on 
three HF frequencies: 
8586 12,847 and 16,972 kHz. 


Speed - about 26wpm, 
Mobile Marine Radio Station WLO 


sends the following bulletins weekly on 
Monday: 


1600 UTC (1100 EST) ARA bulletin 
"The Union Newspaper of the Sea”. 


1700 UTC (1200 EST) "MEBA Telex 
Times for Marine Officers at Sea’. 


1800 UTC (1300 EST) “Wheelhouse 
Weekly" by the Masters, Mates and 
Pilots union (MM&P). 


Frequencies: 8,472 12,705.5 and 
17,173.5  .kHz for all. three above 
broadcasts. 


Speed: about 29 - 30 wpm 


Some Globe Wireless CW 
Stations & HF Frequencies 
(kHz) for shore to ship traffic: 


KFS(A): 85584 12,8445 17,026.0 
22,5815 KFS (B): 84445 12,695.5 
17,184.8 2,515.0 


KPH:: 8,618.0 13,002.0 17016.5 
WCC: (See above Sunday Press Sked) 


WNU: = 4,310.0 8,570.0 12,826.5 
17,117.6 22,575.5 


RTTY PRESS TRANSMISSIONS 


Mobile Marine Radio Station WLO 
sends weekly bulletins in the SITOR/ 
FEC mode Saturday and Sunday: 


ARA bulletin at 0100 and 1300 UTC 
MEBA bulletin at 0300 and 1500 UTC 
MM&P bulletin at 0500 and 1700 UTC 


PER CONTRA news 0700 and 1900 
UTC - first weekend of month. 


Frequencies: 4,343.0 6,344.0 8,514.0 
12,886.5 17,022.5 and 22,487.0 kHz 


GLOBE WIRELESS STATIONS 
also transmit the American Radio 
Association (ARA) and the Marine 
Engineers Beneficial Association 
(MEBA) weekly newsletters in SITOR/ 
FEC mode. 


ARA bulletin: Sunday at 6517 UTC 
(Saturday at 17 min past midnight 
EST). Check for WNU on 4,210.5 
6,327.0 8,425.5 kHz. (We do not have 
station calls, times or QRGs for other 
Globe Wireless press schedules. We 
will welcome such info from members). 


MEBA says its bulletins are aired by 
KFS, KEJ, WNU, VCT, SAB, and 
ZLA. When you are hunting in the 
maritime bands, stations can be identi- 
fied by their calls in Morse code. 


Equipment Required: Personal 
Computer with an appropriate soft- 
ware program and a Terminal Node 
Controller (TNC) connected to a 
general coverage receiver. We have 
found these broadcasts easy to copy by 
using the USB or FSK mode on our 
receiver. The Press copy just rolls in! 


QUESTION - 
SHOULD THREE SOWP 
NETS CHANGE 
FREQUENCY ? 


The Yankee East Coast, WiIHRQ 
Memorial Net meets Saturdays at 
1030 Eastern Time on 7,052 KhZ. 


The Southeastern Net meets Sun- 
days at 1400 Eastern Time on 7,052 
kHz. 


The Art Schermerhorn - W8FEC 
Memorial Net for 40m meets Mon- 
days at 1900 Eastern Time on 7,052 
kHz. 


During February, 1998, Bob Elder, 
KA2ZNE, NCS of the Saturday a.m. 
net, suggested on the air to the Editor, 
W8TP, that QRM from SSB stations 
was making net operations very diffi- 
cult. He suggested that a slightly lower 
frequency, 7,048 kHz, be chosen. A 
mid-March date was set for the 
change. 


Before the date arrived, however, Dan 
Courtney, WOABO, NCS of the Sun- 
day p.m. Southeastern net, contacted 
the Editor and suggested that 7,048 
kHz is too close to the 7,047.5 kHz 
code practice and bulletin frequency of 
WiAW. On the Monday night 40m 
met on March 9, 1998, a discussion 
showed a variance of opinion on the 
subject. It was agreed to make no 
change until a comsensus can be rea- 
ched. Your Editor has therefore 
agreed to take a POSTCARD 
POLL on the question and announce 
the results in the June, 1998 issue of 
this newsletter. Send your thoughts 
and suggestions to W8IP at the 
address on Page 20. 


In Search Of - Frank Borsody, W2AYN 


From F.A. Bartlett, 
W6OWP: 


Dear Ted, 


Jack Kelleher’s’ story on Frank 
Borsody, W2AYN, in the December, 
(1997) Beacon recalled to mind a brief 
time when our paths crossed in the 
early 1960’s and discovery of another 
of Frank’s many activities. 


2294-V, 


When Press Wireless moved from 
their wartime location in southern 
California to the San Francisco area, 
among surplus items was a Creed type 
sending head. Stamped on the rear 
plate were the words: 


MADE BY 
B.F.BORSODY 
BROOKLYN, N.Y., U.S.A 


Although obviously a replica of a 
standard Creed keying head, I had to 
admire the workmanship that had 
gone into its construction. Early in my 
ham radio days, I remembered reading 
in QST about W2AYN and his auto- 
matic CW 
station. 


W2AYN 
1937 


Thumbing 
through back 
copies, | found 
the article in 
the March 
1933 issue and 
also a letter a 
year later by 
W2AGE  tel- 
ling how the 
equipment was — 
home-built |eg@ 3. = 
except for the ae 
tape perfora- 
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tor. W2AYN’s Morse Keying Head, 1937 


The thought of 
writing to W2AYN occurred to me 
but (my) move to the Bay area saw the 


old Borsody unit packed away and it 


was a number of years before I finally 
got a letter written. At the time, I was 
unaware of Frank’s busy career. I’m 
sure I addressed it to his call-book 
QTH. It was in July of 1962 when I 
received a reply. He was in Seoul, 
Korea...had been For five years. No 
wonder it took time for an answer to 
my letter. 


Along with an EPSX QSL, Frank 
told briefly of his yyyears of service in 
Asia and Iran. Then with reference to 
the Creed keying head, he wrote: 


.. Yes, I made about 150 of those 
Creed ‘improvements,’ I still think 
they're the best keyers.” Press Wire- 
less also shared this opinion, favoring 
the Creeds over the more common 
Boehme units. This fact sustains my 
belief that due to wartime shortages, 
Press Wireless had acquired one or 
more of Borsody’s units. 


Frank commented further, “That 
‘Creed-type’ head with my call stamped 
on it was one of the earlier models. | 
just cast and machined it after the 


original design. Later I improved it 
considerably, also the drive mechan- 
ism. Used to sell ‘em via “VISASIG’ 
AND ‘ADAUREMA’ worldwide.” The 


improvements he referred to were 
light-weight aluminum castings and an 
improved drive mechanim resulting in 
a streamlined and functional assembly. 


The QSL he sent noted, among 
his many accomplishments, his 1962 
listing in WHO’s WHO IN 
AMERICA. ‘Twenty years later, 
Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ, devoted the 
entire WHO’S WHO IN AMATEUR 
RADIO column (WORLD RADIO, 
March, 1982) to Frank, by now K4EC 
and his outstanding career. 


73, F. A. Bartlett, 2294-V 


Epilogue: My interest in the Borsody 
keying head was not entirely nostalgic. 
I had a Kleinschmidt tape perforator 
but no keyer. I built a drive for the 
Borsody head and early in 1948 began 
a series of trial west coast Code 
Proficiency Qualifying Run transmis- 
sions for the ARRL. In June of that 
year W60WP was added to their Code 
Proficiency program with monthly 
schedules that continue to this day. 


The Borsody unit was retired after 
the initial trials and replaced, first with 
a McElroy military surplus tape keyer 
and finally with a Boehme unit. This 
was used into the early 1980’s when 
the “computer age” relegated the 


‘Klein/Boehme system, typewriters and 


carbon paper to “the curious way we 
did things in the old days.” 


Bart - W60WP 


(Author Bartlett’s article on Press 
Wireless in wartime in the Phillipines 
appeared in the Aeacoz in our issue 
of September - October 1994. - Editor) 


unk k 


In response to e-mail from Ye Ed, 
SOWP President Jack Kelleher replied: 


"Yes, I recall that Frank had a 
fabulous machine shop in his base- 
ment .. 


(Continued, Page 20, Col. 1) 


Welcome Words 


J. A. Edwards, G4BVA 1222-V writes 
to Exec. Sec’y Walt Boyd: 


(Ref. Page 2 of the December, ’97 
BEACON) 


“It was perhaps rather ironic but 
supportive of the pro-CW factions 
that, contrary to the official British 
Telecom message quoted in your arti- 
cle, “GLD”, Landsendradio was unable 
to comply with the programme of 
ceasing CW as they were then dealing 
with a genuine CW “SOS” situation 
during the early part of January 1st 
1998. 


“Ref page 11, Silent Key “Weiss”, 
my memory insists on telling me that 
“WAMD” should read “WMDA”, and 
that this callsign was “Santa Rosa’. It 
was a delight to hear the three 
“SANTA” cruise ships on 500Kcs in 
the vicinity of Curacao PJC, from a 
blacked-out, silenced Shell tanker dur- 
ing the early 1940’s. Recently I read 
that “Santa Rosa” repatriated the 
Glenn Miller band to the U.S. at the 
end of their European performances. 
“Those were the days.” Yours faith- 
fully, (signed) J.A. Edwards.” 


73 --Walt. 


(ps: I’m flat on my back with Acacia 
Tree allergies! This was an effort, with 
my kerchief tied around my head and 
just under my nose to catch the drips.) 


The Editor replies: Yes, indeed, 
John. We checked our wartime refer- 
ence book, AARCHANT VESSELS 
of the UNITED STATES - 1943, and 
sure enough, there was “WMDA" 
assigned to S.S. SANTA ROSA of 
the Grace Line. 


This valuable book, by the way, was 
given to Ye Ed in 1988 by Mrs. Arthur 
C. Goodnow, in memory of her hus- 
band, SOWP 1168-SGP, W1DM. 


and now... From the UK- 


News..._But Not So Welcome 


E REGRET TO ANNOUNCE that MM will cease publication at the 
end of this year. However, if anyone is interested in taking over and 
continuing publication of the magazine we would be happy to discuss 
that possibility with them. 

We are aware that many readers will be greatly disappointed by this 
announcement, which is the result of several factors, including the advent of 
retirement age and our wish to have more time for other activities; a degree of 
ill health; and a general desire to lessen the pressures of publication timetables. 
Unless another publisher can be found, therefore, the last issue of MM will be 
Nr 61, Christmas 1998. 

We have more than enough material in hand for the last five issues so, 
regretfully, some articles which are awaiting publication will not be published. 
In due course, we will contact contributors whose work we cannot use. Also, 
we are unable to accept any more articles for publication in MM, or any more 
photographs for ‘Info Please?’ or ‘Showcase’ — although we will continue to 
welcome readers’ letters or news items. 

Subscribers whose subscriptions expire with this issue, or with any of the 
next four issues, will be invited to renew by paying a smaller sum 
corresponding to the number of issues remaining to be published. 

Some subscribers have paid for issues due to be published after MM61. If 
necessary, refunds will be made, but to minimise the administrative work 


involved, these subscribers will be invited to consider using their outstanding 
balances to purchase back-issues of MM, a copy of the forthcoming Best of MM 
— 2 reprint, or other publications available from the MM Bookshelf. As soon as 
possible, we will send each subscriber affected a statement of their outstanding 
balance together with optional suggestions as to how that balance might be 
used. 


The decision to cease publication has not been made lightly as we are well 
aware of the role played by MM in ‘Flying the Flag for Morse’ at a time when 
both professional and amateur Morse telegraphy has been under pressure and 
attack. 

This role has only been possible through the support and assistance of our 
loyal readers and contributors, and we will share their sense of loss if it is not 
possible to find a new publisher, and MM finally closes at the end of this year. 

Further information on the situation will be published in MM as and when it 
becomes available. 

aa 


va 


Geoff Arnold Tony Smith 
Editor Consultant Editor 


MM56 — February 1998 


*** A Research 
Request * * * 


WRITER SEEKS EARLY 
WEST COAST SHIP RADIO 
HISTOR ¥ 


Captain Harold D. Huycke, 
5341-TA, a veteran of USA West 
Coast shipping, recently wrote to 
SOWP: 


"..My current and present need to 
revive some kind of contact with your 
best historians is centered on a major 
research project which I and a few 
others on this coast are now pursuing 
on the history of the coastwise steams- 
chooners. These were wooden and 
steel lumber carriers, first designed 
and built as such in the 1880’s and 
evolved over the next 70 years into all 
kinds of ships — all carrying lumber 
from the Pacific Northwest to Califor- 
nia. I’m very well acquainted with 
many facets of this history, the builders 
of the ships, some of the owners, the 
mills, ports, procedures, etc. But one 
small segment of the operation was the 
use of radio, starting sometime before 
1912. 


A Centenarian R/O 


"Iwo weeks ago I was in Grays 
Harbor and spent three hours visiting 
a one hundred year old man who still 
has a valid operator’s license, and whe 
started learning code and contacting 
the coastwise ships when he was 14 
years old. 


Early Radio Law (1912?) 


"He told me, to the best of his 
memory that the ships which carried 
passengers were obliged by law to carry 
a radio operator; he presumed it was 
optional for the ships without pas- 
sengers to carry one. I was on a 
wooden steamschooner in 1945 and 
mone was carried. I have not yet 


studied the navigation laws to see what 
was mandatory, or optional, but this 
will be a project of special, if limited 
study for the immediate future. 


West Coast Historians? 


"| hope that amongst the large 
membership of the SOWP, nation- 
wide,there may be some West Coast 
historians who can direct me toward 
certain records, or who may have a 
knowledge of the practice cf steams- 
chooners to carry radios and opera- 
tors. 


A Few Questions 


"There are many questions which 
come to mind, but a few are listed 
here: 


1. Where were radio operators trained, 
schools, names, and locations, in the 
very earliest years of such operations 
on steamschooners? 


2. Were all operators paid by, 
employed by and furnished to ship- 
owners by Marconi International ? 


3. What kind of radio was standard 
equipment in those days? I knov 
nothing of this technological area, or 
the power source of such radios, and 
would need some fundamental educa- 
tion on the range, frequency, even 
locations of coastwise marine stations, 
and the earliest workable set which 
could have been used on a coastwise 
ship. 


First Ship to Carry Radio? 


4. Do any of your good historians 
know the name and date that the first 
radio was installed on an ocean-going 
cargo-carrying sailing ship? I have 
heard directly that in 1910 Capt. E.R. 
Sterling bought an early version of 
marine radio when he bought the 
six-masted barkentine EVERETT G. 
GRIGGS in Seattle, and used it for 
deep-sea, trans-Pacific traffic work; he 
was in the lumber trade, hauling car- 
goes from the Pacific Northwest to 


Australia, and coal to Chile, etc. 
Reports from old books indicate he 
was the first man to install a radio on a 
deep-sea cargo-carrying sailing ship 
ever. 


Coastal Stations 


5. Who owned and maintained the 
shore stations on the U S Pacific 
Coast, from San Diego to Puget 
Sound and when were they installed? 
Is there a book in existence on this 
subject? 


Who Issued Licenses? 


6. Were radio operators in those 
earliest days examined and licensed by 
any U S Government agency, such as 
Dept. of Commerce, Dept. of Naviga- 
tion (now the U S Coast Guard...) or 
by Marconi International? 


“This sort of subject is really fairly 
new to me. I was shipmates with many 
radio operators during my active sea- 
going years, but never, never got into 
the history of marine radio with any of 
them. 


"I appreciated your giving me some 
advice on how to proceed with my 
broadcast inquiry to your membership 
and hope that these questions may be 
placed in your newsletter or quarterly 
journal with the further expectation 
that somebody can help with this..." 


Sincerely yours, 
Harold D. Huycke 


Editor’s Comment: 


I’m sure there are several SOWP 
members who have memory links to 
the points Capt. Huycke has raised. 


Share them with him by contacting 
him: 


Captain Harold D. MHuycke 
18223 84th Place, West, 
Edmonds, WA 98020 


To:Wboyd@netdex.com 
From: Birgitta Gustafsson 


@ingress.se Subject: Book List 


Hi Walt! I have been looking into 
the listing of books written by SOWP- 
members and others on the subject of 
Morse-telegraphy, radio engineering, 
working as Sparks and so on and find 
we need up-to-date info from inter- 
ested authors. Otherwise I am afraid 
there will be too many mistakes about 
addresses, sales prices with or without 
postage, people who have passed away 
and so on. | suggest we put an appeal 
into the next copy of the WWB. 
Something like this: 


SOWP Web Page for Authors 


We are planning to open a web page 
listing books written by our members 
on the subject of radio, Morse, Sparks, 
radio engineering etc, or: books on 
such subjects recommended by our 
members to fit in on the list. 


If you are interested to be mentioned 
on the page, please write by fax or 
e-mail the following information: 


Name of author and book; 
if reviewed in Sparks Journal or World 
Wireless Beacon, when? 


Where to buy the book? Price and 
postage? Language (if not English)? 
Please send the above and any other 
information you wish to: 
Birgitta Gustafsson, (3854-M) Torg- 
gatan 8 B, S-731 32 KOPING, Sweden. 
Fax nr: +46 221 365 80; e-mail: 
birgitta.gustafsson@ingress.se 
----- 73 Birgitta ---- 


Greetings From 
Arizona’s High Desert 


"..1 run into quite a few old time 
service men and like to hear from old 
Navy and CG RMs. Our rate is about 
kaput. CW can’t be totally forgotten 
in the USA because it is taught here in 
the (Army’s) Fort Huachuca Intelli- 
gence Center and School. 


“Although I had never been a ham 
until I became 75, | knew a lot of them 
in the old days who built their own 
gear and basic theory soon rubbed off 
on them. Now, when the gear goes 
out, it’s like with the new cars - they 
DON’T WANT YOU TO BE ABLE 
TO FIX IT! 


“The power supply went out on my 
older OMNI-D about a month ago. 
Uses a peculiarly shaped connecter - 4 
prong, between the back of the rig and 
the power supply. Got one from TEN- 
TEC in a few days, made up a #10 
wire cord and borrowed a power 
supply while [’m working on mine. 
The pass transistors are okay (man, I 
miss tubes) and think my problem is in 
the large metal condenser/capacitor... 


"Oh yes, came into an old Vibroplex 
out of WW2 a few months ago. The 
brass nameplate is marked ’Signal 
Corps, U.S. Army type J-36 and it’s 
dated 22 January 1941. It was found in 
a storage shed by a retired Navy RMC 
in Rota, Spain. I’ve worked on it for 
hours and still can’t slow it down below 
about 25 because I suspect the DIT 
spring is too flexible. Don’t like the 
looks of heavy rosin-core solder wrap- 
ped around the bar. Keep looking for 
square weights but so far, no luck. 


"Take care, Waldo and Hang Loose!" 
-73...John 


(John James Murray, 5016-P, 


KB7LOH, 82 Bel Aire Mobile Home 
Park, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635) 


From Ruspriat our QSL card 
printer: 


“Sorry, but I can no longer accept 
orders using American Express cards. 
They have raised their charges. Also, 
for orders to foreign countries, please 
add 100% to the shipping charges for 
Air Mail Postage & Handling. 
- 73, Jim Hundley, Rusprint, 12730 
State Line Rd., Leawood, KS 66209. 
Tel: 1-800 962 5783 " 


Like The Sand in 
the Hourglass... 


"On Oct. 8, 1997 at 1600Z (aboard 
my pleasure trawler, SEA SPRAY/ 
I contacted M/V GREEN 
ISLAND/KIBK on 500 khz -(Dave, 
N4HS was the R/O on KIBK) in 
accordance with a pre-arranged sche- 
dule set up by Earl Korf, K2IC. Dave 
said he heard me calling the day before 
and that he returned my call. At that 
time, he was at about 34 30°N, 62 |O’W 
about 675 miles from my position. This 
represents the best DX for WRXN on 
500 and was surprising since the trans- 
mitter is only rated at 40 watts output. 
It puts about 2.8 amps into the 
antenna which is a 32’ flat top single 
wire, fed near the center with drooping 
ends for 90 feet of wire overall; 
maximum height is about 25 feet. 
On Oct. 16, I heard M/V GALVES- 
TON BAY/WPKD calling WSC on 
500 but he got no reply. I advised him 
that WSC was still in service, and that I 
had sent a WX OBS via WSC earlier 
that day. He said the CW equipment 
was going to be removed from his ship 
when they reached port and he wanted 
to make one last CW contact. At this 
point, the M/V MORMAC SKY/ 
WMBO broke in. After a short QSO 
with us, WMBO said to WPKD 
*... WHAT GOD HAS WROUGHT...’ 
One more silent key on 500 khz." 
-73, Don Gagne, W2LID/WRXN 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


ANDREWS, George C., 1563-V, 
WSPV, Spring, TX. Jan. 6, 1998. 
Reported by Mrs. Andrews. First 
station, Pan Am Airways (Flying Boat) 
Commodore/KHFWT & others (cw). 
R/O aboard MM ships 1944-46; Retur- 
ned 1969-1974; SS Philadelphia/WJGO. 


BALCH, William F., 1880-V, W7LCE 
Sun City, AZ Reported by Wm. T. 
Jackson. His first ship in 1940 was USS 
Boise. From 1942-44 he was a monitor- 
ing officer with the FCC Radio Intelli- 
gence Division. 


CLARK, Whittier E., 4955-P. Rocky 
Face, GA. No details. Report in QST, 
Jan. 1998. 


FARRIS, Robert L., 2661-P, 
WD6AWO, El Cajon, CA July 25, 
1997, age 84. Served four years in the 
U.S. Marine Corps in WW IL, followed 
by employment in the Air Navigation 
Service, San Francisco district His 
major employment was with the U.S. 
Postal Service for 32 years. Reported 
by Chet Smith, 2966-P, K6VM. 


HESS, Charles H., 0688-P, N4HC, La 
Grange, GA., March 4, 1998. Age 90. 
Lung cancer. His first ship assignment 
in 1926 was SS Nantucket/KON, fol- 
lowed by tours on 21 other ships and 
5 coastal stations until 1939, then 27 
years at the CAA until 1966. Roun- 
ded out his career at Tropical Radio 
coastal radio station WAX, Hialeah, 
FL until retiring in 1970. 


HIRSIMAKI, Eli N. , 0787-V, W8GR, 
Conneaut, OH., April 28, 1997, Age 
85. Graduate of Ohio University, 1940. 
In WW II he served 44 months as 
radio operator on a mine layer near 


Africa and Italy. He was a member of 
the American Legion, the Masonic 
Order, OOTC and QCWA. Reported 
by Clarence Baugher, W8FAS and 
Henry L. Schultz, Jr., 4278-M, WI3U. 


PHILLIPS, Earle G., Sr., 4026-SGP, 
W1UUM, at Hospice House, Concord, 
NH, Dec. 30, 1997, age 94. He was a 
graduate of Eastern Radio Institute 
and MIT. Retired from Western 
Union, 1964 as plant manager for the 
Cape Cod district. He was a seagoing 
R/O on oceanographic vessels from 
Woods Hole, MA. Reported by W.H. 
Fishback, 3899-P, W1IKU. 


_IN REMEMBRANCE 
REDWOOD, Raymond “Ray”, 4072-V, 
KASHCX, Austin, TX, Feb. 14, 1998. 
Age 77. On January 31, 1998, while 
crosssing a busy highway in Austin as 
a pedestrian, Ray was struck by an 
automobile and critically injured. He 
was taken to hospital and placed in 
intensive care but did not recover. 


Ray, born in England, started his 
communications career with 10 years 
service in the Royal Air Force as radio 
operator beginning in 1940. After 
World War II and some routine cleri- 
cal jobs, he became a seagoing Radio 
Officer with the Marconi Co. and 
began a career of some 30 years as a 
maritime "Sparks". He also spent a few 
years operating ashore from coastal 
stations WNY, WCC and WSL. 


He became a US. citizen and 
ultimately settled in Texas. He began 
collecting information to write a book 
on the history of radio communication, 
particularly for ships at sea. In 1989 his 
book, @7C (I Have A Message For 
You) was published. It is “A Seagoing 
Radio Officer’s Scrapbook” and was 
very well received. 


(This report is based on information 
in SOWP records, from Ray’s book 
and a telephone conversation with 
Mrs. Redwood. - Editor.) 


SALISBURY, William T., 5217-TA, 
WB2JDV, Fanwood, NJ. No details. 
Reported in QST, Feb. 1998 


SCULLY, Robert C., 2857-P, W2XN, 
Oaklyn, NJ. First station 1935 NJ 
National Guard. No other info rma- 
tion. Reported in QST, March, 1998. 


SHELDON, Edward F., 1422-V, 
KC4ZB, Aiken, SC. No date or details. 
SOWP mail returned. 


SLONIM, Saul., 3711-V, W2PD, Boyn- 
ton Beach, FL. No date or details. 
First ship 1944, SS Arlington. Repor- 
ted in QST, March, 1998 


SMITH, Russell B., 2309-V, W6ONK 
Live Oak, CA., Oct. 22, 1997. Cancer, 
age 76. His first ship was S/S President 
Polk, around the world, in Dec. 1941. 
He was a member of SOWP, RCC, 
QCWA, 10/10, OOTC, VWOA and 
the National CPO Assn.(U.S.Navy). 
Reported by John E. Coleman, 2679- 
V, W6SJT. 


STEFFEN, Carroll V.N. 0076-SGP, 
WOAY. Oakland, CA. No details. 
Reported in QST, March, 1998. 


SWETMAN, Dennis, 4542-M, VE7EII, 
Kamloops, BC Canada, Dec. 24, 1997. 
Reported by his family. First ship, 
1951, TSS CORFU/GRNW; others to 
1953. Transmitted SOS June 26, 1952, 
SS Mavis HillMANA which had run 
aground at Gardafui (?) 


WELCH, James R., 3500-P, KKON, 
Santa Clara, CA, August 24, 1997. 
Reported by Mrs. Welch. First ship 
S.S. Ohioan, 1933 and others to 1939. 
Many Press Wireless stations, 1940-42. 
RMic/CRT-USCG at NMC, NPW, 
NLG, NLH, NPI. 


WOOLF, Alfred, °Al” 5380-TA, 
WB6SFP, San Francisco, CA in Janu- 
ary, 1998 of pneumonia. He was in his 
nineties. Reported on the SOWP 
Pacific Coast "RJ" net 26 February, 
1998. 


Corrections to THE WIRELESS REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by-page basis so they can be marked into your personal copy. 


Page 5: 
ALLEN Jr. 3204-M 
Remove ref. to Mrs. Allen. 


Add Telephone area code 805 


ANDREWS, George C., 1563-V 
Remove line. Silent Key 


Page 6: 

BARRETT, Wylie, 3509-V 
Change tel.no. to 902 888 - 3933 
BAUMLIN, Leon H., 0184-V 
Change tel. no. to $08 430 - 0197 


Page 7: 


BRADEN, Melvin E., 0730-P 
Change tel. area code to 903 

Briggs, Lawrence W., 0481-P 
Remove ref. to /Kay 

Page 8: 

BROWN, William J., 2199-SGP 


Remove line. Silent Key 


BROYLES, Addison K. 4961-V 
Add handles Keith/Elaine; Remove 
tel. no. Add new address: 109 
Hazelton Ln., Oak Ridge TN 37830 


Page 9: 
CHANDLER, A. W. H. 
Change /Iris to /Elise 


CIZEK, Michael G., 5170-M 
Remove present and ex-call signs; add 
new call sign W3MC and ex-call KO7V 


Page 11: 
DI MENTO, Joseph V., 3980-V 
Change tel. no. to: 714 472-0906 


Daan 1%. 
AGES 1a. 


3969-V 


EDWARDS, John A, 1222-V 
Change tel. no. to: 01 626 774 883 


FARRIS, Robert L. 2661-P 
Remove line. Silent Key 


Page 13: 
FISHBACK, William H., 3899-P 
Change tel. Area Code to: 508 


Page 16: 


HESS, Charles H ., 0688-P 
Remove line. Silent Key 
HIRSIMAKI, Eli N., 0787-V 


Remove line. Silent Key 


HOOD Jr., Harry 4761-P 
Add: MHarry/Delia W3DXK and tel. 
no. 215 673 -1373 


Page 17: 

ISSOKSON, Samuel B., 
Change tel. Area Code to 508 
Page 18: 

KANDEL, Israel 1999-V 
Change to: VA3HEH 905 763-8132 


180 Dudley Ave., Apt 210, Thornhill, 
Ontario, Canada L3T 4X2 


1408-V 


Page 19: 

KOLEN, Oleg Change member 
no. to 1834-V 

LANE, Robert W., 3135-V 
Change /Juanita to /Ruth and 


change tel. no. to 660 248 - 3578 
Page 21: 
McCARTHY, Edward A., 3035-V 


Change tel. no. to 603 863 - 3452 and 
change address to 224 Allen Rd. 


Page 23: 
NASH, Douglas B., 
Add call sign: KF6OSA 


NEWBOLD, Alexander S. 2407-V 
Change tel no, to 650 $93 - 5683 


NAAM pw wie 14we OY VY VY 


Page 25 


PHELAN, William 
Change member no. to 5199-M 


3239-M 


PLEULER Jr., E. F. 4022-V 
Change tel. area code to 732 

Page 26: 

Redwood, Raymond P. 4072-V 


Remove line. Silent Key 

Page 27: 

RYDER, William C. 3477-P 
Change tel. no. to 508 945 - 9057 
Page 28: 

SCULLY, Robert C. 2857-P 


Remove line. Member has become a 
Silent Key. 


SEVER, R. Dean 3446-M 
Add tel area code: 352 
SHELDON, Edward F. 1422-V 


Remove line. Member has become a 
Silent Key. 


Page 29: 
SINGER, Richard H. 0662-M 


Add handle /Phyllis. Change tel. no 
to 719 942-3515 


SKOG, Rainer A. 
Change call sign to: OH1SR 


SNYDER, Harry C. 4864-V 
Change call sign to: W7HC 
Page 30: 


SWETMAN, Dennis 4542-M 
Remove line. Member has become a 
Silent Key. 


5576-M 


THOMSEN, John H., 3016-V 
Add tel. no: 253 884-3493 

Page 31: 

VAN RIPER, Roy L., 5562-V 


Remove 
with W7VR ex-KB7PNY. Change 
address to 2133 Lancaster Rd., Free- 


land, WA 98249 
(Continued, Page 18) 


? rall sione chown: renlace 
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(Wireless Register Corrections - 
From Page 17) 


Register Page 32: 
WARDELL, Raymond 4752-V 


Ray/Ruth W8ROS, WAS8YPY 2314 
Vernon Rd., Trenton, MI 48183-2565 


WARDELL, Ruth 5464-TA 
Ruth/Ray WA8YPY, W8ROS 
2314 Vernon Rd., Trenton, MI 48183- 
2565 


WASMER, John F. 3293-V 
New address: 2150 W. High Country 
Dr., Cottonwood, AZ 86326 


WATSON, Carl E. 3908-V 
Change handles to Doc/Billie; remove 
USA tel no shown; Change UK 
address to: 11 Little Dene Copse, 
Pennington, Hants, ENGLAND 
5041 8EW 


WATSON, Carl E. 3908-V 
call signs W1INV/GOVLW;correct 
USA tel no to: 207 633-3828; add USA 
address: P.O.Box 114, Boothbay, ME 
04537 


WELCH, James R. 3500-P 
Remove line. Member has become a 
Silent Key. 


WILEY, Reginald §509-CC 
Remove line. Silent Key. 

Page 33: 

Woolf, Alfred 5380-TA 
Remove line. Silent Key. 

Section II - 4 Radio Call 


Page 35:Change OH1LHS to OH1SR 
Page 37: 

Remove : W2XN - Silent Key 

Page 38: 

Add: VA3HEH, Kandel, Israel 
VK3LC: Change to Alf / Iris 


Add: W3DXK Hood, Harry Jr., 
Harry/Delia State: PA 


Page 38 Cont'd: 
Add: W3MC Cizek, Michael G. 
Michael / Susan State: MD. 


Remove: KC4ZB (Silent Key) 
Page 40: 

Remove: KASHCX (Silent Key) 
Remove: W5SPV (Silent Key) 
Page 41: 

Remove: KK6N (Silent Key) 
Page 42: 

Remove: WB6SFP and WD6AWO, 
(Silent Keys) 

Page 43: 

For KB7NF - change State to TN 


For VAN RIPER, change call sign to 
W7VR 


For CIZEK - New call sign W3MC 
-Moved to Page 38. 


Page 44: 
Col. 1: Remove line: N7BK ROGO- 
ZINSKI- Call sign in error. 


Remove: VE7EII (Silent Key) 


Col. 2: Following W7HAH, add 
W7HC SNYDER, Harry C. 
HC/Jean State AZ 

Page 45: 


Add: WA8YPY WARDELL, Ruth 
Ruth / Ray State: MI 


Remove W8GR (Silent Key) 


Re: W8ROS WARDELL, Raymond 
add handles Ray/ Ruth State: MI 
Page 46: 

Re GOVLW Change spouse handle 
to Billie 

Page 47- 

Re WOPIV Change spouse handle to 
Ruth 


Rmv WORN SNYDER (W7HC p. 44) 


Message from the Secretary: 

From time to time, members write in 
asking the same or similar questions 
about the Society. Recently, we recei- 
ved four inquiries asking us to spell 
out our membership classifica- 
tions as shown in our By-Laws, desig- 
nating the year of first professional 
assignment: 


SSGP - Senior Spark Gap Pioneer: 
Service prior to 1915. 


SGP - Spark Gap Pioneer: 
1925, inclusive. 


P - Pioneer: 1926 to 1939, inclusive. 
V- Veteran: 1940 to 1949, inclusive. 
M- Member: 1950 to date. 


TA- Persons who do not meet the 
requirements for regular professional 
membership (commercial, military or 
government duty as a radiotelegraph 
operator) but have a deep-rooted 
interest in communications. 


1915 to 


Honorary- Individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions to the 
electronics and communications art. 


SOWP CONGRATULATES 


Former SOWP President Bill Will- 
mot, 0784-V, K4TF has recently recei- 
ved the Ph.D. degree in Consulting 
Psychology from the External Degree 
Program of Hawaii University. He will 


be included in the first edition of 
Who's Who in the Media and Com- 


qunications 1998-1999. (From ist 
Quarter 1998 Newsletter, Radio Club 
of America). 


Allen, William T., 3204-M 

Barrett, Wylie, 3509-V 

Berg, Kenneth A., 4451-M 

Bigseth, Odd G., 5539-M 

Brehm, Joshua, 3109-V, AE2L 

Breidt, Frank J., 5157-TA 

Buck, Robert E., 4700-V, W7IZU 
Cizek, Michael G., 5170-M 

Cowling, Scott H., 5583-M, WA2DFI 
Dimento, Joseph V., 3980-V, KD6KUV 
Edwards, Walt, 4114-V, W2IQX 
Garbe, Michael G., 5590-M 

Gatts, Paul, 5573-HN 

Henson, Marion J., 3708-V, WONKR 
Lane, Robert W., 3135-V, WOPIV 
Lion, Robert, 5156-M 

Lodato, Joseph S., 4402-V, WSITA 
Lonis, Maynard J., 4792-V, W2MXE 
Maris, Ellis H., 5015-V, W3PDK 
Marsh, Frederick W., 3672-P, VE3SB 
McCarthy, Edward A., 3035-V, W1YT 
McMahon, Owen C., 5584-M, NSJEF 
Mellinger, Paul R., 5588-P, NI6P 
Musick, Josiah C., 4071-P, KD4XT 
Nash, Douglas B., 3239-M, KF6OSA 
Pardue, Joseph E., Jr., 5587-TA, KSHLR 
Persson, Bertil B., 4128-M, SM6AUM 
Pierpont, William G., 5473-TA, NOHFF 
Rutledge, Craig T., 5593-TA, KB6XV 
Sever, Dean, 3446-M, W8IM 

Shrader, Robert L., 0157-SGP 

Singer, Richard H., 0662-M, K6KSG 
Sluyter, Leonard J., 1218-P, W6BNO 
Tauss, Brian L., 5589-TA, KE4TAR 
Tibbets, James G., 2460-P, K6OFZ 
Trammell, Alonzo K., 4066-P, W6QZE 
Treadway, Nelson W., 4614-V, KISRF 
Wallace,Leona,5472TA,WA6OHB 
Warren, James R., 2924-M, NF7I 


ADDITIONAL SOWP INTERNET ADDRESSES - for The Wireless Register - 1998 


http://www. isle.net/~ ballen 
whbarrett@auracom.com 
ve7ken@cnxnet (COA) 
la2td @czi.net 
ae2]@intrstar.net 

idpklib @nidlink.com 
w/izu@juno.com (or: w/izu@anv.net) 
w3me@toad.net 
dfi@cyberhighway.net 
joevd @earthlink.net 
waltdx@webtv.net 
garbelab@freeway.net 
pgatts@earthlinknet (CORR) 
marionh @)jps.net 
rlane@mail.coin.missouri.edu 
fammacrl.com 
w5iia@bellsouth.net 
mjlphoenixny@web.tv 
74710.726@compuserve.com 
ve3sb@magma.ca 

emecarthy @cyberportal.net 
mcemahon@interconnect.net 
ni6p@jps.net 
joekd4xt@brandons.net 
dnash.32906@aol.com 
kShir@jepcom 


~ bertil.persson@mbox336.swipnet.se 


nOhff@juno.com 

kb6xv@juno.com 

w8im@aol.com 

w6bnb@aol.com 

rolnambw@rm1.net 

Isluyter@telis.org 

bit@mnsinc.com 

sparks19@juno.com 

w6qze@juno.com (also: http://observe.iv..nasa.gov) 
duke1098@juno.com 
wa6ohb@coyote.access.nv.com (CORR) 


jrwarren@juno.com 


TITANIC ERROR - From Page 6 


His caution was well founded as his- 
tory so tragically shows. Z7ZAA/C was 
insured for one million British pounds 
at the time, about the same as it cost 
to make just one minute of James 
Cameron’s new film which grossed 60 
million dollars in its first two weeks of 
release in the U.S. (-M,M&P news) 


Frank Borsody - From Page 12 


"Coincidentally, I had a call last night 
(9 Feb., 1998) from a fellow (Salvatore 
Lo Bosco) who worked with him at 
RCA; but not at the same time that I 
was there. Sal saw Frank at a hamfest 
in Florida no more than 4 months ago 
-- which is remarkable, as the record 
shows Frank was born in 1901! Sal’s 
brother is Mark Lo Bosco, W2YTR, 
SOWP member 4537-V. 


- 73, Jack Kelleher, W4ZC 


RESOURCEFUL R/O- From P. 10 


across the 15m phone band. Heard a 
pretty strong QSO on 21408/Maritime 
Net, and broke in. W6BYS/Bill pat- 
ched us through to New York and 
within 3 minutes Mike found out, that 
his son fell into an empty swimming 
pool headfirst, and was hospitalized in 
very serious condition. Hard as it was 
to take the bad news, at least he knew 
what happened. 


Happily, the story had a better ending 
than anticipated: while being x-rayed, 
(or CAT scanned), the doctors found 
a previously undetected tumor in the 
child’s brain, which they successfully 
operated on. I found out about it a few 
days later, after Mike called home via 
LL and returned to the ship. 


73 - Lazlo “Les” Kapitany 
4586-M, AA7UY 


The Editor’s 
Corner 


The story 
with the happy 
ending - at left 
probably 
could not 
have happened aboard one of today’s 
or tomorrow’s ships which does not 
carry a Radio Officer. The planners 
and in-charge groups of GMDSS 
should consider the personal resource 
they lose when the R/O has been paid 
off and the Radio Room is abandoned! 
Al Cammarata, 5174-M, 
W3AWU, writes, “I am in the market 
for an ACPAAANAP 131 (Q & Z signal 
book.) Somewhere in my travels, my 
copy got lost. Maybe someone who has 
one in decent shape might be willing to 
part with it. I’m willing to pay & 
appreciate any help.73, Al Cammarata" 
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